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Court acquits 
husband, in-laws 
Press Trust Of India

Allegations not 
proved beyond rea-
sonable doubt.

NEW DELHI: Delhi court 
on Wednesday acquitted 
a man and his parents of 
charges of subjecting his 
wife to cruelty and caus-
ing her dowry death, say-
ing that the prosecution 
failed to prove the allega-
tions beyond reasonable 
doubt. Additional Ses-
sions Judge Pooja Talwar 
acquitted Rohit Kumar, 
and his parents Sunita 
and Vijay Kumar in the 
2016 death of Lalita, 
who had died by suicide 
within seven months of 
her marriage.

In an order, the 
court said, “As per the 
prosecution story, the 
deceased was out of her 
matrimonial home from 
September 24, 2016 and 
she committed suicide 
on October 17, 2016. In 
the intervening period, 
she was neither in touch 
with her husband nor 
with her in-laws. “Hence, 
she was not under the 
influence of any of the 
accused persons for 
almost a month before 
she took the drastic step 
of ending her life.”

The court said the 
prosecution failed to 
establish that Lalita was 
subjected to cruelty 
or harassment by the 
accused in connection 
with dowry demands, 

which was essential 
to sustain the charges 
under the law. Accord-
ing to the prosecution, 
Lalita married Rohit 
on March 11, 2016. Her 
father had alleged that 
the family demanded a 
Honda City car and gold 
ring before the marriage 
and later made further 
dowry demands. Lalita 
returned to her paren-
tal home on September 
24, 2016, and committed 
suicide by hanging her-
self from a ceiling fan on 
October 17, 2016. A sui-
cide note was recovered 
from her clothes and her 
mobile phone containing 
voice recordings was also 
seized.

However, during the 
trial, the parents and sis-
ter of the deceased did 
not support the prosecu-
tion’s allegations of dowry 
harassment and cruelty. 
The court noted that Lal-
ita’s father had stated that 
she never complained 
to him about any dowry 
demand and it was pos-
sible she had returned 
home because of differ-
ences with her husband. 
He also said she might 
have been depressed fol-
lowing the dissolution of 
her earlier marriage.

FASTFACTS

z Lalita Suicide: 
husband, parents 
acquitted in 2016 case.

zDeceased had no 
contact with in-laws.

MUMBAI

‘Youth 
addiction 
prevention’

Maharashtra Chief Minis-
ter Devendra Fadnavis on 
Wednesday said preven-
tion is a better strategy to 
fight drug abuse among 
young people rather than 
acting only after they 
become addicted, and 
called for a collective effort 
to make the state drug-
free. “Instead of taking 
measures after youngsters 
become addicted to drugs, 
we must prevent the forces 
that push them into this 
vicious cycle,” Fadnavis 
said at a meeting on the 
proposed Drug-Free 
Maharashtra policy held at 
his official residence.

Fadnavis stressed 
that the problems faced 
by youngsters should 
be understood and they 
should be dealt with sensi-
tively to prevent them from 
falling into drug abuse, 
according to an official 
release. He directed the 
government to establish 
de-addiction centres in 
every government hospital 
and make them operational 
in all government medical 
colleges under the Medical 
Education Department.

Existing de-addiction 
centres functioning with 
the support of the Union 
government should also 
be strengthened and funds 
provided wherever nec-
essary, he said. The chief 
minister also stressed the 
need to prevent young 
people who have recov-
ered from addiction from 
returning to drugs. Along 
with strengthening the 
network of de-addiction 
centres, action should  
be taken against factors 
contributing to drug 
abuse, he said.
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Outstanding perfor-
mance in the  
effective implemen-
tation of the e-Of-
fice system.

RAIPUR: The Human 
Resources Department of 
Chhattisgarh State Power 
Distribution Company 
Limited (CSPDCL) has 
been awarded a Certifi-
cate of Appreciation and 
Running Shield for its 
outstanding performance 
in the effective imple-
mentation of the e-Office 
system. The award was 
presented by Power Com-
panies Chairman Subodh 
Kumar Singh to Chief 
Engineer (HR) Rajendra 
Prasad in recognition of 
the department’s exem-
plary contribution to 
digital governance. Since 
the mandatory adoption 
of e-Office at the Power 

Company headquarters 
from January 1, 2026, 
the HR Department has 

demonstrated remarkable 
efficiency by processing 
3,372 files and 15,494 
receipts through the digi-
tal platform. The achieve-
ment has been acknowl-
edged as a significant 
step towards promoting 
paperless administration 
and enhancing opera-
tional efficiency. On the 
occasion, Deputy General 
Manager Mrs Mallika Beck 

and Assistant Manager 
Ms Meenal Pandey were 
also presented appreci-
ation certificates for the 
successful implementa-
tion of the Online Annual 
Confidential Report (ACR) 
System. The programme 
was attended by Direc-
tors  Bhim Singh Kanwar,  
Rajesh Kumar Shukla,  
S.K. Katiyar, and other 
senior officials.
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Power Distribution HR deptt 
honoured for excellence

Partnership 
with IR
NEW DELHI: Amazon India 
announced the expan-
sion of its operations on 
Indian Railways’ Western 
Dedicated Freight Corri-
dor (DFC), in collaboration 
with the Dedicated Freight 
Corridor Corporation of 
India Limited (DFCCIL). The 
expansion strengthens the 
role of rail within Amazon’s 
multimodal transportation 
network across northern 
and western India and 
builds on a long-standing 
collaboration with Indian 
Railways that began in 2019, 
when Amazon became 
the first e-commerce com-
pany in India to leverage 
the railway network for 
express parcel movement. 
In 2023, Amazon further 
pioneered the use of India’s 
Dedicated Freight Corridor 
infrastructure for e-com-
merce logistics, launching 
operations on the 659 km 
Rewari–Palanpur section of 
the Western DFC. Today’s 
announcement marks the 
next phase of that journey, 
extending Amazon’s DFC 
footprint deeper into west-
ern India. With this expan-
sion, Amazon becomes the 
first e-commerce company 
to operate on the inaugural 
Joint Parcel Product–Rapid 
Cargo Service ( JPP-RCS) 
train on Indian Railways’ 
Western Dedicated Freight 
Corridor. The train was 
flagged off at New Dadri 
Railway Station on August 
18, 2026, by Dr. Manoj 
Singh, Member (Operations 
and Business Develop-
ment), Railway Board and 
Kishore Lanka, Director-
Operations Amazon India. 

Minors sexually abused at 
Nagpur Military School

Press Trust Of India

NAGPUR: A spate of inci-
dents of sexual harassment 
has emerged from a private 
military school in Nagpur, 
with several minor girl 
students allegedly being 
harassed under the pretext 
of training. The director of 
the military school has been 
arrested. The action fol-

lowed a police complaint by 
a teenage survivor alleging 
sexual and mental harass-
ment at the private facility. 
According to the complaint, 
girl students were allegedly 
subjected to “bad touch” 
and obscene acts and 
coerced into sexual relations 
under the guise of military 
training. The girls were 
allegedly even called to the 

school office in the middle 
of the night, the complaint 
read. The students alleged 
that the matter was brought 
to the notice of the teach-
ers two months ago, but  
there was no action. The 
school located in Saoner 
taluka had 56 students, 
including 14 girls. 

FASTFACTS

z  Award  presented 
by Chairman Subodh 
Kumar Singh.

zHR processed 3,372 
files, 15,494 receipts.
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NEW DELHI: Congress 
president Mallikarjun 
Kharge on Wednesday 
accused the Modi govern-
ment of “destroying” the 
future of students and 
asserted that the time has 
come for the Congress to 
formulate a comprehen-
sive ‘Education-to-Em-
ployment Roadmap’ for 
the youth. In his open-
ing remarks at the Con-
gress Working Commit-
tee (CWC) meeting at 
the Indira Bhawan here, 
Kharge also questioned 
the “silence” of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
over the alleged theft of 
Ram temple donations 
and demanded that the 
PM apologise for it and 
answer to the people.

“Over the last 12 years, 
the Modi government has 
devastated the future of 
the youth. Instead of new 
schools opening, 94,000 
schools have closed in 
recent years. Driven by 
the race for privatisa-
tion, higher education is 
becoming increasingly 
expensive and out of 
reach for ordinary fam-
ilies,” Kharge said. He 
alleged that educational 
institutions are increas-
ingly being taken over by 

RSS people.
“Even after complet-

ing their education, when 
young people set out in 
search of jobs, they are 
confronted with paper 
leaks, recruitment exam 
scams, and delays in 
appointments. Children 
from poor and margina-

lised backgrounds suffer 
the most in this situa-
tion,” he said.

“The anger that has 
arisen among the youth 
across the country is not 
a sudden or one-day phe-
nomenon. This govern-
ment has never had the 
time to listen to them; 

instead, it has consis-
tently sought temporary 
measures to sidestep the 
issues. Consequently, 
they have been forced 
to take to the streets,” 
Kharge said. He said the 
Congress has incorpo-
rated the concerns of the 
youth into its agenda.

Rahul Gandhi has 
brought their voices 
to the national stage 
through the “Chhatron ki 
Goonj” programme, he 
said. “In Parliament, too, 
we strove for a compre-
hensive deliberation on 
issues concerning educa-
tion and examinations—
seeking a discussion on 
the injustices faced by 
students and demanding 
accountability. 

‘Centre ‘destroyed’ 
future of students’

People deserve transparency  
on border developments

Kharge questions PM’s silence on Ram temple donations.

LoP Rahul Gandhi, right, interacts with Congress President Mallikarjun 
Kharge during the CWC) meeting.

“We have the highest 
respect for our armed 
forces, but questions 
about the government’s 
position and the situation 
on our borders must be 
answered by them. The 
people deserve transpar-
ency about what is hap-
pening along our borders,” 
he said.

Noting that the youth 
are the primary focus of 
collective concern, Kharge 

said that despite 80 years 
of independence, condi-
tions in several crucial 
sectors are deteriorating 
rather than improving.

Amidst the race for 
communal frenzy and the 
culture of ‘freebies’ (revdi 
culture), the education and 
employment of the youth 
have been most severely 
neglected, he said.

HIGHLIGHT

z Youth are the 
primary focus of 
collective concern.

zYouth’s education, 
jobs neglected amid 
polarisation.
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